	Strategies for Teaching English Language Learners in Mainstream Classroom

	1) As students bring diverse backgrounds to our classrooms, our programs must exhibit diversity to move our students toward educational success and integration into the larger society. A variety of formats is needed to meet the multiple needs of our diverse students.

2) from Reading, Writing, and Learning in ESL; Suzanne F. Peregoy & Owen F. Boyle.

3) Below is a list of helpful strategies for developing a learning environment that fosters language acquisition and makes communication more effective and more comprehensible for ESL students.

4) In meth•od•ology™, the term English as a Second Language (ESL) is used to refer to students whose primary language is not English and to strategies aimed at communicating effectively with these students.


	Environment: 

1) Create a climate in the classroom that shows students that their first languages are valued and are important channels for learning. 

2) Be aware of stages of language development. Allow students a "silent period" until they are ready to speak English. Understand that social language competence does not mean a child is capable of academic competence. 
3) Create a stress-free environment. Encourage risk taking and respect for all students and their endeavors. 
4) Integrate newcomers into the social fabric of the classroom to avoid unconscious marginalization. Avoid seating Non-English speakers at the periphery of the classroom. 
5) Make eye contact with non-English speakers to give a sense of inclusion. 
6) Design the classroom as a pleasant environment. Comfortable chairs in a circle or smaller groups encourage informal contact and free, natural communication. 
7) Establish the idea of community among students. 
8) Assign a "buddy" for newcomers.                              Provide a bilingual buddy if possible. 
9) Use music as a means of lowering anxiety, reducing tension and inducing a state of relaxed alertness, conditions optimal for second language acquisition. 
10) Validate diverse cultures and languages, and promote learning, by providing access to resource materials in other languages and using displays in multi-languages. 
11) Recognize and honor cultural difference among students. Share food, music, art and customs and integrate their culture into the curriculum. Host a United Nations Day, or a multicultural fair. 
12) Know your students, their culture, and community. Create "Me Collages", autobiographies, or world maps of students’ birthplaces to get to know your students better.
13) Follow predictable routines. This helps students know how the day flows and minimizes confusion. 
 


	Linguistic Strategies: 

1. Use primary language if possible to instruct and communicate. Students learn best in the language they understand best. Encourage the use of first language at home. 

2. Speak at a slower rate and articulate clearly to help establish clear word boundaries and allow more time for processing information. 
3. Use common vocabulary words that are more likely to be familiar. Avoid use of slang and idioms. Maintain usage of linguistically and mathematically correct English. 
4. Use simplified, shorter sentences and avoid fragmented speech. 
5. Use "Code-switching", translating chunks of information, rather than "concurrent translation," translating each sentence verbatim. The latter can confuse students because not enough information is given in either language at one time. 
6. Ask open ended questions to monitor comprehension. If you are not sure what the student is saying, ask clarifying questions. 
7. Allow "wait time" after asking a question. Phrase questions simply and give students time to process the question and formulate a response. 
8. Use context clues. Provide realistic context in the presentation of material. 
9. Be aware of and explain synonymous terms and avoid ambiguous terms to eliminate confusion. 
10. Repeat and stress key concepts and terminology. 
11. Focus on communication and encourage discourse. Rephrase statements to correct structure and "build on" emergent English speech.


	ELDA- English Language Development Assessment

-
A standardized test given to English language learners who have not yet shown proficiency in reading, writing, speaking and listening which an equivalent to a composite score of 5 for two consecutive years. This test is given in the Spring for k-12 grades.

*********************************************************


	Non-linguistic Strategies: 
1. Incorporate gestures into your instruction. Point to things or places in the room when giving directions. 
2. Model desired action or have other students model action. 
3. Employ Total Physical Response (TPR) techniques. Ask fluent English speakers to perform, or "model", a task before asking an ESL student to do the same task (e.g. ask several students to go to the board and write a problem on the board before asking an ESL student to do the same). 
4. Incorporate "realia" and visual displays. Use graphs, charts, photographs, objects, newspaper and magazine clippings, concrete objects, manipulatives, audio-visuals, videos, calculators, computers, games, etc. 
5. Allow students to explore items that will be used and give them time to listen and talk to students exploring.
6. Address visual, aural, tactile, and kinesthetic modes of learning. 
7. Plan active endeavors such as group projects and hands-on, interactive activities. 
8. Make lists of vocabulary to be previewed before a lesson. 
9. Write down key terms and instructions on the board or on chart paper. 
10. Have students create and maintain a math register of terminology. 
11. Have students keep dialogue journals where they can reflect on what they have learned. Use journals to assess their comprehension of material presented. 
12. Integrate thematic units and relate instruction to real life experience, building on prior knowledge. 
13. Employ cooperative learning activities to foster communication. Set up guidelines to ensure participation of all students and keep noise level down for ESL students. 
14. Grouping monolingual, ESL students together provides a comfortable environment for sharing ideas and enables members to understand one another. 
15. Grouping English speakers with ESL students provides language modeling, and encourages socialization of students. 
16. Grouping monolingual ESL students with bilingual students validates the language and culture of the group and supports the maintenance of the bilingual students’ language. 
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